
Excerpts from The Federalist Papers 
 
"[I]t is to be remembered, that the general government is not to be charged with the whole 
power of making and administering laws. Its jurisdiction is limited to certain enumerated 
objects, which concern all the members of the republic, but which are not to be attained by the 
separate provisions of any. The subordinate governments which can extend their care to all 
those other objects, which can be separately provided for, will retain their due authority and 
activity." - The Federalist No. 14 
 
 
"[I]t appears on the one hand that the Constitution is to be founded on the assent and 
ratification of the people of America, given by deputies elected for the special purpose; but on 
the other, that this assent and ratification is to be given by the people, not as individuals 
comprising one entire nation; but as composing the distinct and independent States to which 
they respectively belong. It is to be the assent and ratification of the several States, derived 
from the supreme authority in each State, the authority of the people themselves. The act 
therefore establishing the Constitution, will not be a national but a federal act." - The Federalist 
No. 39 
 
 
“The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to the Federal Government are few and 
defined. Those which are to remain in the State Governments are numerous and indefinite. The 
former will be exercised principally on external objects, as war, peace, negotiation, and foreign 
commerce; with which last the power of taxation will for the most part be connected. The 
powers reserved to the several States will extend to all the objects, which, in the ordinary 
course of affairs, concern the lives, liberties, and properties of the people; and the internal 
order, improvement, and prosperity of the State.”- The Federalist No. 45 
 
 
"The operations of the Federal Government will be most extensive and important in times of 
war and danger; those of the State Governments, in times of peace and security. As the former 
periods will probably bear a small proportion to the latter, the State Governments will here 
enjoy another advantage over the Federal Government. The more adequate indeed the federal 
powers may be rendered to the national defense, the less frequent will be those scenes of 
danger which might favor their ascendancy over the governments of the particular States.” – 
The Federalist No. 45 
 
 
“The accumulation of all powers legislative, executive and judiciary in the same hands, whether 
of one, a few or many, and whether hereditary, self appointed or elective, may justly be 
pronounced the very definition of tyranny.” -- The Federalist No. 47 
 



“But what is government but the greatest of all reflections on human nature? If men were 
angels, no government would be necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither external nor 
internal controls on government would be necessary. In framing a government which is to be 
administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: You must first enable the 
government to control the governed; and in the next place, oblige it to control itself. A 
dependence on the people is no doubt the primary control on the government; but experience 
has taught mankind the necessity of auxiliary precautions.” – The Federalist No. 51 
 
 
“Whoever attentively considers the different departments of power must perceive, that in a 
government in which they are separated from each other, the judiciary, from the nature of its 
functions, will always be the least dangerous to the political rights of the constitution; because 
it will be least in a capacity to annoy or injure them. The executive not only dispenses the 
honors, but holds the sword of the community. The legislature not only commands the purse, 
but prescribes the rules by which the duties and rights of every citizen are to be regulated. The 
judiciary on the contrary has no influence over either the sword or the purse, no direction 
either of the strength or of the wealth of the society, and can take no active resolution 
whatever. It may truly be said to have neither Force nor Will, but merely judgment; and must 
ultimately depend upon the aid of the executive arm even for the efficacy of its judgments.” -- 
The Federalist No. 78 
 
 
“The courts must declare the sense of the law; and if they should be disposed to exercise WILL 
instead of JUDGMENT, the consequence would equally be the substitution of their pleasure to 
that of the legislative body.” – The Federalist No. 78 
 
 
“[T]he judicial authority of the federal judicatures, is declared by the constitution to 
comprehend certain cases particularly specified. The expression of those cases marks the 
precise limits beyond which the federal courts cannot extend their jurisdiction; because the 
objects of their cognizance being enumerated, the specification would be nugatory if it did not 
exclude all ideas of more extensive authority.” – The Federalist No. 83 
  
 


