
Hitler on Economic Issues: 
 
“What we must fight for is to safeguard the existence and reproduction of our race and our 
people, the sustenance of our children and the purity of our blood, the freedom and 
independence of the fatherland, so that our people may mature for the fulfillment of the mission 
allotted it by the creator of the universe.” 
 
 
“It is thus necessary that the individual should finally come to realize that his own ego is of no 
importance in comparison with the existence of the nation, that the position of the individual is 
conditioned solely by the interests of the nation as a whole.” 
 
 
“The National Socialist Party will prevent in the future, by force if necessary, all meetings and 
lectures which are likely to exercise a depressing influence on the German state.” 
 
 
“In relation to the political decontamination of our public life, the government will embark upon a 
systematic campaign to restore the nation’s moral and material health. The whole educational 
system, theater, film, literature, the press and broadcasting – all these will be used as a means 
to this end.” 
 
 
“We are socialists, we are enemies of today’s capitalistic economic system for the exploitation of 
the economically weak, with its unfair salaries, with its unseemly evaluation of a human being 
according to wealth and property instead of responsibility and performance, and we are 
determined to destroy this system under all conditions.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Historians and Economists on Hitler’s Economics: 

 
“It is sometimes suggested that the [Nazi economic] recovery was a product of a specific fascist 
economic strategy, which distinguished it from the recovery efforts of other capitalist states. 
While few would disagree that the Nazi regime had a number of clear ideological preferences 
when it came to the economy, the policies pursued in 1933 had much in common with those 
adopted in other countries, and with the policies of the pre-Hitler governments.” 
R. J. Overy (historian) 
 
“Industrialisation was a fact of life and the foundation of Germany’s power. For this reason, 
industry received top priority in Hitler’s calculations… Under Nazi rule, corporate giants such as 
I.G. Farben, Krupp and Siemens not only grew, but accumulated more economic power and 
wealth, to the detriment of labour and smaller businesses.” 
Joseph Bendersky (historian) 
 
“The development of Nazi economic policy occurred in phases. From 1933 to 1936 the major 
priority was to overcome the adverse effects of the depression and to restore the economic 
stability that was crucial to the projection of national power… Autarky was the main goal of the 
second phase of Nazi economic policies, which began with the official introduction of the Four-
Year Plan in September 1936… the goals of the plan were to make the German army and the 
economy ready for war within four years.” 
Roderick Stackelberg (historian) 
 
“The Reichswirtschaftsministerium (‘Reich Ministry of Economic Affairs’) tells the shop 
managers what and how to produce, at what prices and from whom to buy, at what prices and 
to whom to sell. It assigns every worker to his job and fixes his wages. It decrees to whom and 
on what terms the capitalists must entrust their funds. Market exchange is merely a sham.” 
Ludwig von Mises (historian / economist) 
 
“In the election campaign of 1930, Hitler seldom spoke explicitly of Jews. The crude tirades of 
the early 1920s were missing altogether. ‘Living-space’ figured more prominently, posed against 
the alternative international competition for markets … The key theme now was the collapse of 
Germany under parliamentary democracy and party government into a divided people with 
separate and conflicting interests, which only the NSDAP could overcome by creating a new 
unity of the nation, transcending class, estate and profession.”  
Ian Kershaw (historian) 
 
What were those economic policies? He suspended the gold standard, embarked on huge 
public works programs like Autobahns, protected industry from foreign competition, expanded 
credit, instituted jobs programs, bullied the private sector on prices and production decisions, 
vastly expanded the military, enforced capital controls, instituted family planning, penalized 
smoking, brought about national health care and unemployment insurance, imposed education 
standards, and eventually ran huge deficits. The Nazi interventionist program was essential to 
the regime's rejection of the market economy and its embrace of socialism in one 
country…Such programs remain widely praised today, even given their failures.  
Llewellyn Rockwell (politician / economist)  
 


