
INSIDE World War II 
Webquest Directions 

 

North America 

1) Lend-Lease Act 
 What was the Lend Lease act? 
 
 What nations other than Britain benefited from the Lend Lease Act? 
 
 What was the primary method of payment for arms used by the British? 
 
 
2) Pearl Harbor 
 Summarize the WWII history of the USS West Virginia told in the image file 
 
 How could Pearl Harbor be considered a wartime success for the US? 
 
 
3) Japanese Americans 
 According to the map, where were Japanese Americans detained?  Approximately how many  

were detained in the camps? 
 
 Describe the Landscape at Manzanar as reflected in the image file. 
 
 What does a “4-C classification” imply? 
 
 
4) War Propaganda 
 After viewing the “Private SNAFU” cartoon, what kind of imagery does it rely on to make its  

point? 
 
 What message it the first poster in the image file trying to communicate? 
 
 What were some of the subtle and subliminal forms of persuasion used by Hollywood? 
 
 
5) Draft 
 Describe the ethnic makeup of the soldiers called to service through the draft. 
 
 
6) Rationing 
 According to the Ration Card, what are some products US citizens could only get in limited  

amounts? 
 
 What is a “Victory Garden?” 
 



 
7) Women in WWII 
 After viewing the image slideshow, share some statistics of women’s service in the war effort. 
 
 Who was “Rosie the Riveter?” 
 
  When did women finally achieve full service status in the armed forces? 
 
 
8) U-Boat Peril 
 How successful were the U-Boat actions off the coast of America? 
 
 What strategy finally worked to end the success of the U-Boats? 
 
 
9) Manhattan Project 
 Describe the film of the first atomic explosion.  What do you think the scientists felt as they  

watched the results of their work? 
 
 Briefly describe the history of the Manhattan Project. 
 
  

After reading the end of the story of the Manhattan Project, how accurate was your guess about  
the scientists’ reactions? 

 
10) G.I. Bill 
 What was the G.I. Bill intended to accomplish? 
 
 

Europe & Africa 

1) Maginot Line 
 Describe the Maginot Line. 
 
 
2) Nazi Expansion 
 After viewing the image gallery and animated timeline, describe the effectiveness of the German  

Blitzkrieg war in the early years of the war. 
 
 
 Define Lebensraum and Anschluss. 
 
   
3) Jews Seek Refuge 
 In the migration to escape German persecution, where did the majority of Jews flee? 
 
 What was the Kindertransport? 
 
 



4) Battle of Britain 
 After viewing the image gallery, describe how radio addresses like the ones by Princess (now  

Queen) Elizabeth and Winston Churchill could have made the British feel? 
 
 
5) Leningrad Siege 
 How was Soviet propaganda similar to and different from what you saw in the US section? 
 
 Briefly describe the Siege of Leningrad. 
 
 
6) Panzer Tanks 
 Describe the effectiveness of the Panzer tanks. 
 
 
7) D-Day 
 What is unique about D-Day? 
 
 Describe the contributions of the Higgins Boat.  
 
 
8) Yalta Conference 
 What was the main purpose of the Yalta conference? 
 
 How did the plan created at Yalta lead to problems? 
 
  
9) Marshall Plan 
 What was the idea behind the Marshall Plan? 
 
 

Asia 

1) Nanking Massacre 
 Describe the Japanese goals and actions in Nanking. 
 
 
2) Japan’s Expansion 
 Describe Japan’s early successes in creating a Pacific Empire. 
 
 When did the US finally begin to turn the tide in the Pacific?  
 
3) Death at Bataan 
 Briefly describe the “Bataan Death March.” 
 
 
4) USS Enterprise 
 After viewing the video clip describe some of the advantages and accomplishments of the Big E.  
 



5) Flying Tigers 
 Who were the “Flying Tigers?” 
 
 
6) Leyte Gulf 
 What was significant about the result of Leyte Gulf? 
 
 What were the two big mistakes of the battle?  How did they affect the outcome? 
 
 
7) Zero to Kamikaze 
 What were some of the advantages of the “Zero” at the start of the war? 
 
 Why did Japan change tactics and resort to Kamikaze attacks? 
 
 
8) Iwo Jima 
 Why was Iwo Jima important? 
 
 Describe the results of the Battle on Iwo Jima. 
 
 
9) The Atomic Bomb 
 Describe the actual and emotional effects of the bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
 
 
 How did Japan’s new post-war government reflect their experience with the atomic bombs? 
 
  
 Who was Sadako Sasaki and what is her story? 
 


