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Unlike in World War I, the federal government during World War II
actively promoted a pluralist vision of the United States as a place where
persons of all races, religions, and national origins could enjoy freedom
equally. The great exception to this new emphasis on tolerance was the
experience of Japanese-Americans. In February 1942 the military per-
suaded FDR to order the expulsion of all persons of Japanese descent from
the West Coast. Authorities removed over 110,000 men, women, and chil-
dren, nearly two thirds of them American citizens, to internment camps
far from their homes.

In 1944, the Supreme Court denied the appeal of Fred Korematsu, who
had been arrested for refusing to present himself for internment. Speak-
ing for a 6—3 majority, Justice Hugo Black upheld the constitutionality of

the internment policy, insisting that an order applying only to persons of
Japanese descent was not based on race. As Justice Robert Jackson pointed
out in his dissent, Korematsu was not accused of any crime. He con-
demned the majority for justifying a massive violation of civil liberties. In




