UNITED STATES HISTORY
SECTION IT

Total Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Question 1 (Document-Based Question)

Suggested reading and writing time: 1 hour

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes writing your response.
Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over.

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the purpose
of this exercise.

In your response you should do the following.

® Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning.
® Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.
® Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least six documents.

® Use at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents) relevant to
an argument about the prompt.

® For at least three documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation,
and/or audience is relevant to an argument.

® Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt.



Question 1

1. Evaluate the extent of change and continuity in the lives of African Americans in the South
during the period 1865 to 1905.

Document 1

Source: Thaddeus Stevens, speech before the United States House of Representatives,
December 18, 1865.

We have turned, or are about to turn, loose four million slaves without a hut to shelter
them, or a cent in their pockets. The infernal laws of slavery have prevented them from
acquiring an education, understanding the commonest laws of contract, or of managing
the ordinary business of life. This Congress is bound to provide for them until they can
take care of themselves. If we do not furnish them with homesteads, and hedge them
around with protective laws; if we leave them to the legislation of their late masters, we
had better have left them in bondage. Their condition would be worse than that of our
prisoners at Andersonville. If we fail in this great duty now, when we have the power, we
shall deserve and receive the [denunciation] of history and of all future ages.

Document 2

Source: Laws of St. Landry Parish, Louisiana, 1865.

No Negro shall be allowed to pass within the limits of said parish without a special permit
in writing from his employer. Whoever shall violate this provision shall pay a fine. .. or
in default thereof shall be forced to work four days on the public road, or suffer corporeal
punishments as provided hereinafter. . . .

No Negro shall be permitted to rent or keep a house within said parish. Any Negro
violating this provision shall be immediately ejected and compelled to find an emplovyer. ...

Every Negro is required to be in the regular service of some white person, or former owner,
who shall be held responsible for the conduct of said Negro. . . . Any Negro violating the
provisions of this section shall be fined . . . or in default of the payment thereof shall be
forced to work five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishment as hereinafter
provided.

No Negro shall be permitted to preach, exhort, or otherwise declaim to congregations

of colored people, without a special permission in writing from the president of the
police jury. Any Negro violating the provisions of this section shall pay a fine. .. or in
default thereof shall be compelled to work ten days on the public road, or suffer corporeal
punishment as hereinafter provided.

No Negro who is not in the military service shall be allowed to carry firearms, or any kind
of weapons, within the parish, without the special written permission of his employers,
approved and endorsed by the nearest or most convenient chief of patrol. . . . It shall be

the duty of every citizen to act as a police officer for the detection of offenses and the
apprehension of offenders, who shall be immediately handed over to the proper captain or
chief of patrol.




Document 3

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN CONGRESS
(HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATE), 1865-1889
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Graph based on information drawn from the Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, compiled online at
http://history.house.gov/Exhibitions-and-Publications/BAIC/Historical- Data/Black- American-Representatives-and-Senators-by-
Congress/.




Document 4

Source: Lucy McMillan, an African American woman, testimony before the United States
Congress Joint Select Committee to Inquire into the Condition of Affairs in the Late
Insurrectionary States, Spartanburg, South Carolina, 1871.

Question: Did the Ku Klux come where you live at any time?

Answer: ... Monday night they came in and burned my house down; I dodged out
alongside of the road not far oft and saw them. I was sitting right not far off, and as

they came along the river I knew some of them. I knew John McMillan, and Kennedy
McMillan, and Billy Bush, and John Hunter. They were all together. I was not far off, and I
saw them. They went right on to my house. When they passed I ran further up on the hill
to get out of the way of them. They went there and knocked down and beat my house a
right smart while. And then they all got still, and directly I saw the fire rise. ...

Question: What was the reason given for burning your house?
Answer: There was speaking down there last year and T came to it. . ..
Question: Where was this speaking?

Answer: Here in this town. I went on and told them, and then they all said I was making
laws; or going to have the land, and the Ku Klux were going to beat me for bragging that I
would have land. . ..

Question: Was this the only reason you know for your house being burned?

Answer: That is all the reason. All the Ku Klux said all that they had against me was that I
was bragging and boasting that I wanted the land.







