
Key Concept 4.1 — The United States began to develop a modern democracy 
DQG�FHOHEUDWHG�D�QHZ�QDWLRQDO�FXOWXUH��ZKLOH�$PHULFDQV�VRXJKW�WR�GHƮQH�
the nation’s democratic ideals and change their society and institutions to 
match them.

I. The nation’s transition to a more participatory democracy was achieved by 
H[SDQGLQJ�VXƬUDJH�IURP�D�V\VWHP�EDVHG�RQ�SURSHUW\�RZQHUVKLS�WR�RQH�EDVHG�
on voting by all adult white men, and it was accompanied by the growth of 
political parties.

A. ,Q�WKH�HDUO\�����V��QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�GHEDWH�LVVXHV�VXFK�
DV�WKH�WDULƬ��SRZHUV�RI�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�(XURSHDQ�
powers.

B. Supreme Court decisions established the primacy of the judiciary in determining 
the meaning of the Constitution and asserted that federal laws took precedence 
over state laws.

C. %\�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��QHZ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DURVHŜWKH�'HPRFUDWV��OHG�E\�
Andrew Jackson, and the Whigs, led by Henry Clay—that disagreed about 
the role and powers of the federal government and issues such as the national 
EDQN��WDULƬV��DQG�IHGHUDOO\�IXQGHG�LQWHUQDO�LPSURYHPHQWV�

D. Regional interests often trumped national concerns as the basis for many 
political leaders’ positions on slavery and economic policy.

II. While Americans embraced a new national culture, various groups developed 
distinctive cultures of their own.

A. The rise of democratic and individualistic beliefs, a response to rationalism, 
and changes to society caused by the market revolution, along with greater 
social and geographical mobility, contributed to a Second Great Awakening 
DPRQJ�3URWHVWDQWV�WKDW�LQưXHQFHG�PRUDO�DQG�VRFLDO�UHIRUPV�DQG�LQVSLUHG�
utopian and other religious movements.

B. A new national culture emerged that combined American elements, European 
LQưXHQFHV��DQG�UHJLRQDO�FXOWXUDO�VHQVLELOLWLHV�

C. Liberal social ideas from abroad and Romantic beliefs in human perfectibility 
LQưXHQFHG�OLWHUDWXUH��DUW��SKLORVRSK\��DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUH�

D. Enslaved blacks and free African Americans created communities and strategies 
WR�SURWHFW�WKHLU�GLJQLW\�DQG�IDPLO\�VWUXFWXUHV��DQG�WKH\�MRLQHG�SROLWLFDO�HƬRUWV�
aimed at changing their status.

III. Increasing numbers of Americans, many inspired by new religious and 
intellectual movements, worked primarily outside of government institutions 
to advance their ideals.

A. Americans formed new voluntary organizations that aimed to change 
individual behaviors and improve society through temperance and other 
UHIRUP�HƬRUWV�

B. Abolitionist and antislavery movements gradually achieved emancipation in 
the North, contributing to the growth of the free African American population, 
even as many state governments restricted African Americans’ rights. 
$QWLVODYHU\�HƬRUWV�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�ZHUH�ODUJHO\�OLPLWHG�WR�XQVXFFHVVIXO�UHEHOOLRQV�
by enslaved persons.

C. $�ZRPHQŞV�ULJKWV�PRYHPHQW�VRXJKW�WR�FUHDWH�JUHDWHU�HTXDOLW\�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
for women, expressing its ideals at the Seneca Falls Convention.
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Key Concept 4.2 — Innovations in technology, agriculture, and commerce 
powerfully accelerated the American economy, precipitating profound changes 
to U.S. society and to national and regional identities.

I. New transportation systems and technologies dramatically expanded manufacturing 
and agricultural production.

A. Entrepreneurs helped to create a market revolution in production and commerce, 
in which market relationships between producers and consumers came to 
prevail as the manufacture of goods became more organized.

B. Innovations including textile machinery, steam engines, interchangeable parts, 
WKH�WHOHJUDSK��DQG�DJULFXOWXUDO�LQYHQWLRQV�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�HƱFLHQF\�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�
methods.

C. Legislation and judicial systems supported the development of roads, canals, 
and railroads, which extended and enlarged markets and helped foster regional 
interdependence. Transportation networks linked the North and Midwest more 
closely than they linked regions in the South.

II. 7KH�FKDQJHV�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�PDUNHW�UHYROXWLRQ�KDG�VLJQLƮFDQW�HƬHFWV�RQ�8�6��VRFLHW\��
workers’ lives, and gender and family relations.

A. Increasing numbers of Americans, especially women and men working 
in factories, no longer relied on semisubsistence agriculture; instead they 
supported themselves producing goods for distant markets.

B. 7KH�JURZWK�RI�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�GURYH�D�VLJQLƮFDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�SURVSHULW\�DQG�
standards of living for some; this led to the emergence of a larger middle 
class and a small but wealthy business elite but also to a large and growing 
population of laboring poor.

C. Gender and family roles changed in response to the market revolution, 
SDUWLFXODUO\�ZLWK�WKH�JURZWK�RI�GHƮQLWLRQV�RI�GRPHVWLF�LGHDOV�WKDW�HPSKDVL]HG�
the separation of public and private spheres.

III. Economic development shaped settlement and trade patterns, helping to unify the 
QDWLRQ�ZKLOH�DOVR�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WKH�JURZWK�RI�GLƬHUHQW�UHJLRQV�

A. Large numbers of international migrants moved to industrializing northern 
cities, while many Americans moved west of the Appalachians, developing 
thriving new communities along the Ohio and Mississippi rivers.

B. Increasing Southern cotton production and the related growth of Northern 
manufacturing, banking, and shipping industries promoted the development 
of national and international commercial ties.

C. Southern business leaders continued to rely on the production and export 
of traditional agricultural staples, contributing to the growth of a distinctive 
Southern regional identity.

D. Plans to further unify the U.S. economy, such as the American System, 
JHQHUDWHG�GHEDWHV�RYHU�ZKHWKHU�VXFK�SROLFLHV�ZRXOG�EHQHƮW�DJULFXOWXUH�RU�
LQGXVWU\��SRWHQWLDOO\�IDYRULQJ�GLƬHUHQW�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�
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Key Concept 4.3 — The U.S. interest in increasing foreign trade and 
expanding its national borders shaped the nation’s foreign policy and spurred 
government and private initiatives.

I. Struggling to create an independent global presence, the United States sought 
to claim territory throughout the North American continent and promote foreign 
trade.

A. )ROORZLQJ�WKH�/RXLVLDQD�3XUFKDVH��WKH�8�6��JRYHUQPHQW�VRXJKW�LQưXHQFH�
and control over North America and the Western Hemisphere through a 
variety of means, including exploration, military actions, American Indian 
UHPRYDO��DQG�GLSORPDWLF�HƬRUWV�VXFK�DV�WKH�0RQURH�'RFWULQH�

B. )URQWLHU�VHWWOHUV�WHQGHG�WR�FKDPSLRQ�H[SDQVLRQ�HƬRUWV��ZKLOH�$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�
UHVLVWDQFH�OHG�WR�D�VHTXHQFH�RI�ZDUV�DQG�IHGHUDO�HƬRUWV�WR�FRQWURO�DQG�UHORFDWH�
American Indian populations.

II. 7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHVŞ�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�ODQGV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�JDYH�ULVH�WR�FRQWHVWV�RYHU�WKH�
extension of slavery into new territories.

A. As overcultivation depleted arable land in the Southeast, slaveholders began 
relocating their plantations to more fertile lands west of the Appalachians, 
where the institution of slavery continued to grow.

B. $QWLVODYHU\�HƬRUWV�LQFUHDVHG�LQ�WKH�1RUWK��ZKLOH�LQ�WKH�6RXWK��DOWKRXJK�WKH�
majority of Southerners owned no enslaved persons, most leaders argued that 
slavery was part of the Southern way of life.

C. Congressional attempts at political compromise, such as the Missouri 
Compromise, only temporarily stemmed growing tensions between opponents 
and defenders of slavery.
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