Class Activities: 12/4/2018
All of the activities you need to complete today while I am
out can be found on this slideshow. As you scroll
through, take notes where appropriate and complete the
activities as directed.

Online discussion
In your table teams, discuss the following questions related to last night’s
reading then join in the online discussion at THIS LINK:

1.

What were the primary goals of the conservative movement in the
1960’s?

2.

What tactics did conservatives adopt in the 1960’s and why were they
successful?

3.

Where did conservative forces fall short of their goals in the 1960’s?

Content Block
Richard Nixon

Early political career
• Graduate of Duke University Law School, Nixon served in the Navy in
WWII then returned to California and served as a member of the US
House of Representatives then the Senate
• He gained a reputation as a fierce anti-communist after leading the
Alger Hiss investigation
• He served as Vice-President to Eisenhower and functioned as his link
to political conservatives and the more forceful voice against the USSR

Running for President
• Ran in 1960 but lost a close election to Kennedy

• Dropped out of politics then surprisingly entered the 1968 race
• The Democratic Party was in chaos and their support for the
War in Vietnam made their candidate, Hubert Humphrey,
unpopular
• Nixon won with a landslide on a conservative “Law and Order”
platform coupled with the promise to end the Vietnam War.

Visit to China

•After a series of secret negotiations with Chinese leaders, in February 1972,
Nixon traveled to Beijing.
•The visit was extensively covered on television. This trip led to the US later
recognizing the government of the People’s Republic of China.

Visit to the USSR

• In May, 1972, Nixon visited the Soviet Union and met with Soviet
leader, Leonid Brezhnev.
• Nixon and Kissinger used the new relationship with China to put
pressure on the Soviets to agree to a treaty limiting antiballistic missiles.

• This led to the Strategic Arms Limitations Talks (SALT I)

Oil Embargo

• In response to the US support of Israel, the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries placed an embargo on oil sold to
Israel’s supporters.
• This caused a worldwide shortage and long lines at gas stations in
the US

Economy
•During Nixon’s administration, the
US suffered from a combination of
Inflation and Unemployment which
is called “Stagflation”.
•Nixon’s cutting of the government
spending contributed to a recession.
•He also tried deficit spending, and
later imposed a 90-day wage and
price freeze.

Domestic Policy
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
• Created by Nixon
• Manages air & water pollution
• Conducts environmental impact reviews for construction
projects

Domestic Policy
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)
• “Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied, or
abridged…on account of sex”
• Almost passed in 1972 – didn’t, still hasn’t

• Phyllis Shlafly opposed it-”it would deprive women the
“right” to be “supported and protected” by men” (unisex
bathrooms, women required to serve in combat)

Essential Historical Question
Was Nixon really a conservative President? To decide, create a tchart like the one below and use your textbook notes (especially
Chapter 30, pages 907-910) to record the actions taken by Nixon's
administration in what you believe is the appropriate category. End
by stating your response to the questions and explain your reasoning.

Liberal

Conservative

Watergate
• The Democratic Party had nominated George
McGovern to run against Nixon in the 1972
election. Nixon was heavily favored and indeed
was leading by a large margin in the polls
• In June, 1972 a group of men hired by CREEP
(Committee to Re-Elect the President) were
caught breaking into the offices of the
Democratic National Committee Headquarters
at the Watergate Complex in Washington, D.C.
• These men were found guilty and sent to prison.
• In November, Nixon overwhelmingly defeated
McGovern.

• Two Washington Post reporters, Robert Woodward, and
Carl Bernstein, published a story claiming these burglars had
ties to the Nixon administration.
• Also, information was uncovered showing that money and
possible pardons had been promised to the burglars in
exchange for their silence.

Senate Investigation
• These revelations led to a
Senate investigation headed by
Democratic Senator Sam Ervin
of North Carolina.
• These televised hearings showed
Americans that the Nixon
administration had carried out
many unethical and possibly
illegal activities.

Cover-Up
• Through the testimony of White
House lawyer, John Dean, the
president was linked to a cover-up
of the burglary.
• Also Nixon’s top aides, H.R.
Haldeman and John Erlichman
resigned to protect Nixon.

• They, along with many others were
later indicted for obstructing justice.

• Investigators testified that Nixon had
tapes of every conversation held in the
Oval Office.
• This led to a year long struggle between
Nixon, who claimed executive privilege
for the tapes, and the investigators, who
wanted the tapes to prove the cover-up
charges.

• To make matters worse, Vice President
Spiro Agnew was forced to resign in the
Fall of 1973 for having taken bribes
while he was governor of Maryland
• Nixon chose Gerald Ford, a longtime
member of Congress from Michigan, to
become the new Vice President

Saturday Night Massacre
• The Nixon tapes were subpoenaed, but Nixon
refused to turn them over.
• Nixon told the Attorney General to fire Archibald
Cox, the Special Investigator for Watergate.
Archibald Cox

• When the Attorney General and Assistant Attorney
General refused, Nixon asked them to resign.
• Robert Bork was named Temporary Attorney
General and fired Cox

Robert Bork

• The House of Representatives started impeachment
hearings.

Document Investigation
1) Use the two sources posted below to complete the source worksheet
Source Worksheet
Source 1 – US vs Nixon fact sheet
Source 2 - "Smoking Gun" Transcript
2) Use your findings from the document to respond to the following question,
citing evidence from the documents:

Did Nixon abuse Presidential power in the effort to minimize the political damage
resulting from the Watergate scandal?

Outcome

• Nixon turned over transcripts of the tapes, but the
Supreme Court eventually forced him to turn over the
tapes themselves

• Many believed the released tapes clearly showed Nixon
had engaged in the cover-up only days after the
Watergate break-in.
• The House Judiciary committee voted three articles of
impeachment: obstruction of justice; abuse of power;
and contempt of Congress.

Resignation

• Faced with certain impeachment by the House, and a trial in
the Senate, Nixon resigned on August 9, 1974.
• His appointed Vice President, Gerald Ford, then took the
oath of office as the first unelected President in US history.

Impact
Negative outcomes:
• Reduced public confidence in government
• Showed that the increase in Presidential power which started during FDR's time
in office made for more opportunity for abuse

Positive Outcomes:
• Affirmed that a government based on laws, checks and balances could mitigate
corruption and abuse
• Reaffirmed the importance of the role of the free press
• Supreme Court preserved its independence

Writer's Block
Use the remainder of class to work with the Nixon
Practice DBQ found under Period 8 on the
website. Develop a rough draft thesis statement, assign
documents to main points, then review the thesis if
necessary. Choose TWO documents and write how
you would use them as evidence in the DBQ.

