
 

Room:    
   Mod 2, Room 4 
 
Website:    
   ghhsapush.com 
 

Email:    
   jhutchison@wcpss.net 
 
 
Conference:   
   4th period.  I will be  
   available to meet with     
   parents during this  
   time by appointment. 
 
Tutorials:     
   Tutorial A - Monday &  
   Tutorial B - Friday  
 
Virtual Hours:  
   I will be available     
   online to answer  
   questions on Twitter or  
   by email from  
   approximately 7:00 to  
   9:00 pm Sunday  
   through Thursday  
   nights.  I will  
   periodically check  
   email over the  
   weekends. 

     AP U.S. History is a survey of the 
primary events and historical pro-
cesses which occurred in the United 
States from Pre-Columbian times to 
the present.  This course is taught 
with college level expectations in or-
der to prepare students for the AP 
U.S. History exam and in preparation 
for college studies. The course is 
taught in one-semester with ninety 
minute long class periods that will 
require extensive outside of class 
work and readings which may in-
clude 1-2 hours of daily work. Time 
management is therefore essential.  
 
   Students enrolled in this course are 
expected to keep up with all read-
ings and other assignments. There 
will be a major emphasis on vocabu-
lary, historical timelines, class discus-
sions, primary and secondary source 
analysis and essay writing.  Much of 
what you will learn in APUSH will 
come from your experiences and ac-
tivities – you are responsible for your 
success! 
 
 

  We have very high expectations of 
all students, and we are confident 
they are capable of meeting them.  
We will provide whatever support 
necessary to ensure student success 
in this class.  If you are struggling in 
any way, please talk to us so we can 
develop the best supports for you 
and your situation! 
 
  To ensure your success: 
 

Attendance is ESSENTIAL!!!  Do 
your best to be here every 
day! 

 
Respect your classmates, your 

teacher, and YOURSELF!     
Display that respect in your 
classroom behavior. 

 
NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES except 

devices and times approved 
by me for use on a class     
assignment. 

James Shanda Hutchison, M.S. 
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Grading for A.P. US History 
is a PERCENTAGE system 
with WEIGHTED catego-
ries. Grades earned in each 
category contribute a per-
centage of the total grade 
each Quarter following the 
breakdown found under 
Grading Weights  
 
DO NOT THROW ANYTHING 
AWAY!   All assessments in 
this class will be cumula-
tive!  In addition, you will 
want the materials to re-
view for the Final Exam and 
for the AP Exam in the 
Spring. 
 
Quizzes 
   There will be 10 regular   
unannounced quizzes on 
textbook chapters and class 
content.  Additional quizzes 
over specific material will 
be announced. 
 
Tests 
   Tests are cumulative.  
There are 45 multiple 
choice questions timed at 
45 minutes and two short 
answer questions, timed at 
22 minutes. 

 

Major Grades 70% 
Tests , 35% 
Authentic Assessments, 35% 
 

Minor Grades, 20% 
Quizzes, 15% 
Classwork, 15% 

 

A = 90% - 100% 

B = 80% - 89% 

C = 70% - 79% 

D = 60% - 69% 

F = 59% and below 

 

 

- Late Minor Grade work 

will not be accepted for 

credit. 

 
 
 

- Major Grade work that 

is turned in late will re-

ceive a 10-point deduc-

tion for each day late. 

 
 
 

- If you are absent for a 

scheduled assignment 

(ex. project or home-

work), it is due the day 

you return. 
   

- If you are absent on 

the day of an assess-

ment (ex. quiz, exam , 

essay or DBQ) see the 

teacher to schedule a 

makeup assessment 

Final Exam   
   The Final Exam is a teach-
er made exam.  The exam 
counts for 20% of the year-
ly grade. 
 
Authentic Assessments 
   A significant portion of 
the grade in this class will 

phasis on essay writing. 
The points possible for 
each essay assignment will 
be indicated on the assign-
ment directions. 
 
We will also write a     two 
full, timed, in class    DBQ 

be derived from non-
traditional assessments.  
These include 
most prominently 
in class scored 
discussions.  You 
will be expected 
to participate ac-
tively in these 
discussions and 
you will be scored 
on the quantity 
and the quality of 
your contributions.  We will 
also have at least one ma-
jor project.  The points pos-
sible for  projects will be 
indicated on the accompa-
nying rubrics. 
 
       Essays 
As a college equivalent 
course, the assessment 
strategy for AP US History 
will include significant em-

(Document 
Based Question) 
essays during 
the semester.  
The AP Exam 
will have one 
full DBQ ques-
tion as the sec-
ond of the two 
essays you must 
write.  Writing a 

DBQ requires ex-
tended, in depth 

historical analysis of a set 
of primary and secondary 
sources to answer a par-
ticular question. 
 
In addition to full essays 
and DBQ’s, expect short 
written assignments of 
around a page in length on 
a regular basis. 

All assignment 

and assessment 

dates posted on 

the class calen-

dar are flexible. 

GRADING POLICY 



AP Course Info. 
The AP US History curricu-
lum is structured around a 
set of themes and on the 
development of historical 
skills.  The material will be 
explored chronologically 
using time periods estab-
lished in the AP curriculum.   
 
THEMES: 
1. American & National 

Identity 
2. Politics & Power 
3. Work, Exchange & 

Technology 
4. American & Regional 

Culture 
5. Migration & Settlement 
6. Geography & the Envi-

ronment 
7. America in the World 
 
HISTORICAL SKILLS: 
     Discipline Practices- 
1. Developments & pro-

cesses 
2. Sourcing and Situation 
3. Claims and Evidence 
4. Contextualization 
5. Making connections 
6. Argumentation 
 
     Reasoning Skills- 
1. Comparison 
2. Causation 
3. Continuity & Change 

over time 

 

PERIODS: 
1. 1491-1607 
2. 1607-1754 
3. 1754-1800 
4. 1800-1848 
5. 1844-1877 
6. 1865-1898 
7. 1890-1945 
8. 1945-1980 
9. 1980-present 

Examine periods in American history and draw relationships among religious,                  
philosophical, cultural, social, economic and political development. 

Develop research skills using both primary and secondary sources, and related                     
historiography to interpret issues and events over time. 

Appreciate the contributions of diverse peoples to form the foundation and ideals of 
American culture. 

Develop critical thinking and analytical writing skills to interpret the meaning of historical 
events and how those events have shaped our nation politically, socially, and            
culturally. 

Prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands up-
on them equivalent to those made by introductory college courses. 

Take the Advanced Placement United States History Exam on May 10, 2019.    
College Board scores the exam and results are mailed to students and to the school in 
mid-July.  Students may register for the exam at school in the second semester. Stu-
dents are expected but not required to take the AP Exam.  College credit is awarded 
dependant on the student’s exam score and the individual institution’s policy           
regarding AP credit.  The cost of the AP exam is covered by the State of North Carolina 

Required Textbooks (provided in class and at ghapush.com) 
      
OpenStax College US History, ©  2014 Rice University.   
      
Kennedy, David M., Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A. Bailey. The American      

Pageant: A History of the Republic. McDougal Littell/Houghton Mifflin. 

 
Recommended student resources: 
The Princeton Review: Cracking the AP US History Exam 
 

United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination –   
Amsco publication 

SOCIAL HISTORY 
The history of the “non-
famous”  
 
Instead of a whirlwind of 
dates, names and trivia, 
APUSH asks relevant questions 
like “How did events and     
issues affect average people 
throughout America’s histo-
ry?” 
 
WWII propaganda poster    
encouraging women to enter 
the workforce 



HONOR CODE: 
We will follow the GHHS Honor Code.  You are expected to be familiar with the code and to com-
ply with its requirements on all assignments.  The full code is available on the website and is 
posted in the classroom. Ignorance of the honor code policy is no excuse for violating the policy! 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC RIGOR: 
In the Green Hope High School Social Studies Department, teachers encourage and enable stu-
dents to explore and engage with content that is challenging, to think and perform at increasing-
ly higher levels, and to take intellectual risks. 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT POLICY ON GRADES:  
Department policy prohibits grade “bumping” at the end of each grading period.  Do not ask for 
points to be added to your final average to move from one letter grade to another. 
 
TUTORIALS: 
During tutorials, we will offer remediation and enrichment of course content and skills and well 
as opportunities for students to study for exams and review old exams.  Students are expected to 
attend four (4) tutorial sessions per quarter.  Students who have attended all four tutorials will 
have their lowest quiz grade for that quarter dropped! 
 
ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR MASTERY 
The Green Hope High School Grading Committee, based on the recommendation of the faculty 
and staff, endorses the belief that extra credit and bonus points will no longer be incorporated 
into our grading practices.  Research has proven that extra credit and bonus points distort a stu-
dent’s record of achievement. As evidence of our continued pursuit of excellence, Green Hope 
High School will now offer Additional Opportunities to Demonstrate Mastery.  These opportuni-
ties will allow students to master material that has previously presented challenges. 

www.ghhsapush.com 
 

www.albert.io 
 

https://apstudent.       
collegeboard.org/
apcourse/ap-united-
states-history 
 
OpenStax: 
        https://openstax.org/

details/books/us-
history 

 
American Pageant:  
 http://college.        

cengage.com/history/
us/kennedy/
am_pageant/13e/
student_home.html 

Sitting Bull, Sioux Chief, 1885 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-history
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-history
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-history
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-united-states-history


Unit 

Dates 
Cov-
ered 

Essential Questions Time* 
OpenStax 
Chapters 

1 
1491 to 
1607 

Key Concept 1.1 Before the arrival of Europeans, native populations 
in North America developed a wide variety of social, political, and eco-
nomic structures based in part on interactions with the environment and 
each other.  
Key Concept 1.2: European overseas expansion resulted in the Co-
lumbian Exchange, a series of interactions and adaptations among socie-
ties across the Atlantic.  
Key Concept 1.3: Contacts among American Indians, Africans, and 
Europeans challenged the worldviews of each group. 

On 
your 

own & 
3 class 
days 

Ch. 1 & 2 

2 
1607 to 
1754 

Key Concept 2.1: Differences in imperial goals, cultures, and the 
North American environments that different empires confronted led Eu-
ropeans to develop diverse patterns of colonization.  
Key Concept 2.2: European colonization efforts in North America 
stimulated intercultural contact and intensified conflict between the vari-
ous groups of colonizers and native peoples.  
Key Concept 2.3: The increasing political, economic, and cultural 
exchanges within the “Atlantic World” had a profound impact on the de-
velopment of colonial societies in North America. 

6 days 
Chapters 

3 & 4 

3 
1754 to 
1800 

Key Concept 3.1: Britain’s victory over France in the imperial strug-
gle for North America led to new conflicts among the British government, 
the North American colonists, and American Indians, culminating in the 
creation of a new nation, the United States.  
Key Concept 3.2: In the late 18th century, new experiments with 
democratic ideas and republican forms of government, as well as other 
new religious, economic, and cultural ideas, challenged traditional imperi-
al systems across the Atlantic World. 
Key Concept 3.3: Migration within North America, cooperative inter-
action, and competition for resources raised questions about boundaries 
and policies, intensified conflicts among peoples and nations, and led to 

7 days 
Chapters  
5, 6 & 7 

4 
1800 to 
1848 

Key Concept 4.1: The United States developed the world’s first mod-
ern mass democracy and celebrated a new national culture, while Ameri-
cans sought to define the nation’s democratic ideals and to reform its in-
stitutions to match them.  
Key Concept 4.2: Developments in technology, agriculture, and com-
merce precipitated profound changes in U.S. settlement patterns, regional 
identities, gender and family relations, political power, and distribution of 
consumer goods.  
Key Concept 4.3: U.S. interest in increasing foreign trade, expanding 
its national borders, and isolating itself from European conflicts shaped 
the nation’s foreign policy and spurred government and private initia-
tives. 

6 days 

Chapters 
8, 9, 10, 11, 

12 & 13 

5 
1844 to 
1877 

Key Concept 5.1: The United States became more connected with the 
world as it pursued an expansionist foreign policy in the Western Hemi-
sphere and emerged as the destination for many migrants from other 
countries.  
Key Concept 5.2: Intensified by expansion and deepening regional 
divisions, debates over slavery and other economic, cultural, and political 
issues led the nation into civil war. 
Key Concept 5.3: The Union victory in the Civil War and the contest-
ed Reconstruction of the South settled the issues of slavery and secession, 
but left unresolved many questions about the power of the federal gov-
ernment and citizenship rights. 

8 days 
Chapters 

14, 15 & 16 

Subject to change.  All assessment dates will be announced in class and posted online.   

You are expected to read the chapters before each unit. 
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6 
1865 to 
1898 

Key Concept 6.1: The rise of big business in the United States encour-
aged massive migrations and urbanization, sparked government and pop-
ular efforts to reshape the U.S. economy and environment, and renewed 
debates over U.S. national identity.  
Key Concept 6.2: The emergence of an industrial culture in the Unit-
ed States led to both greater opportunities for, and restrictions on, immi-
grants, minorities, and women.  
Key Concept 6.3: The “Gilded Age” witnessed new cultural and intel-
lectual movements in tandem with political debates over economic and 

10 
days 

Chapters  
17, 18, 19, 

20 & 21 

7 
1890 to 
1945 

Key Concept 7.1: Governmental, political, and social organizations 
struggled to address the effects of large-scale industrialization, economic 
uncertainty, and related social changes such as urbanization and mass 
migration.  
Key Concept 7.2: A revolution in communications and transportation 
technology helped to create a new mass culture and spread “modern” 
values and ideas, even as cultural conflicts between groups increased un-
der the pressure of migration, world wars, and economic distress.  
Key Concept 7.3: Global conflicts over resources, territories, and ide-
ologies renewed debates over the nation’s values and its role in the world, 
while simultaneously propelling the United States into a dominant inter-
national military, political, cultural, and economic position. 

11 
days 

Chapters 
22, 23, 24, 

25, 26 & 27 

8 
1945 to 
1980 

Key Concept 8.1: The United States responded to an uncertain and 
unstable postwar world by asserting and attempting to defend a position 
of global leadership, with far-reaching domestic and international conse-
quences.  
Key Concept 8.2: Liberalism, based on anticommunism abroad and a 
firm belief in the efficacy of governmental and especially federal power to 
achieve social goals at home, reached its apex in the mid-1960s and gen-
erated a variety of political and cultural responses.  
Key Concept 8.3: Postwar economic, demographic, and technological 
changes had a far-reaching impact on American society, politics, and the 
environment. 

9 days 
Chapters 

28, 29 & 30 

9 
1980 to 
present 

Key Concept 9.1: A new conservatism grew to prominence in U.S. cul-
ture and politics, defending traditional social values and rejecting liberal 
views about the role of government.  
Key Concept 9.2: The end of the Cold War and new challenges to U.S. 
leadership in the world forced the nation to redefine its foreign policy and 
global role.  
Key Concept 9.3: Moving into the 21st century, the nation continued 
to experience challenges stemming from social, economic, and demo-
graphic changes. 

3 days 
Chapters 
31 & 32 

    REVIEW DAYS FOR AP EXAM 4   
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Green Hope has a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program, al-
lowing students to use their own smartphones, tablets, and lap-

tops in class for specific tasks.  
 
In APUSH, you will be encour-
aged to bring a device to class 
each day as a number of class 
activities will rely on technology.  
Assessments and activities may  
be administered in a digital for-
mat and often students will use 

their devices to provide immediate feedback  on what they have 
learned. We are excited to be able to bring this opportunity for 
21st Century learning to our students! Let's all work together to 
make BYOD a success at GHHS!  

A NOTE ON COURSE CONTENT: 

Studying history necessitates engagement with controversial 
topics and potentially disturbing historical events. At times in 
this class you will encounter material that may spur an     
emotional response.   If at any time you feel the need to step 
outside during one of these discussions, you may do so     
without fear of academic penalty, however, you will be      
responsible for all required readings.  If you do leave the 
room for a significant amount of time, please visit with me or 
another student to discuss what you have missed. 
 

Additionally, this class deals in varying points of view and  
historical opinion.  During this semester you should expect to 
encounter multiple points of view.  The point of reading     
selections, class activities, and class debates is not to          
indoctrinate, but to aid the development of the critical    anal-
ysis of arguments necessary for good citizenship in 21st cen-
tury America. 


