The Chinese

Document A: The Foreign Miner’s Tax

FOREIGN MINER'S TAX

AN ACT TO PROTECT FREE WHITE LABOR AGAINST COMPETITION WITH
CHINESE COOLIE LABOR, AND TO DISCOURAGE THE IMMIGRATION OF THE
CHINESE INTO THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA April 26, 1862

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

SECTION 1. There is hereby levied on each person, male and female, of the Mongolian race, of
the age of eighteen years and upwards, residing in this State, except such as shall, under laws
now existing, or which may hereafter be enacted, take out licenses to work in the mines, or to
prosecute some kind of business, a monthly capitation tax of two dollars and fifty cents, which
tax shall be known as the Chinese Police Tax

Document B: The Chinese Exclusion Act (1882)

THE CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT (1882)

Preamble. Whereas, in the opinion of the Government of the United States the coming of
Chinese laborers to this country endangers the good order of certain localities within the territory
thereof:

Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That from and after the expiration of ninety days next after the passage of
this act, and until the expiration of ten years next after the passage of this act, the coming of
Chinese laborers to the United States be, and the same is hereby, suspended; and during such
suspension it shall not be lawful for any Chinese laborer to come, or, having so come after the
expiration of said ninety days, to remain within the United States.

Document C: Chinese Miners Describe the Rock Spring Massacre (1885)

“We, the undersigned, have been in Rock Springs, Wyoming Territory, for periods ranging from
one to fifteen years, for the purpose of working on the railroads and in the coal mines.

Up to the time of the recent troubles we had worked along with the white men, and had not had
the least ill feeling against them... Several times we had been approached by the white men and
requested to join them in asking the companies for an increase in the wages of all, both Chinese
and white men. We inquired of them what we should do if the companies refused to grant an
increase. They answered that if the companies would not increase our wages we should all strike,
then the companies would be obliged to increase our wages. To this we dissented, wherefore we




excited their animosity against us...

On the morning of September 2, a little past seven o’clock, more than ten white men, some in
ordinary dress and others in mining suits, ran into Coal Pit No. 6, loudly declaring that the
Chinese should not be permitted to work there... About two o’clock in the afternoon a mob,
divided into two gangs, came toward “Chinatown”... The Chinese by name of Lor Sun Kit was
the first person shot, and fell to the ground. At that time the Chinese began to realize that the
mob were bent on killing... Not long after, it was everywhere reported that a Chinese named Leo
Dye Bah, who lived in the western part of “Chinatown,” was killed by a bullet, and that another
named Yip Ah Marn, resident in the eastern end of the town, was likewise killed. The Chinese
now, to save their lives, fled in confusion in every direction... Some of the Chinese were killed
at the bank of Bitter Creek, some near the railroad bridge, and some in “Chinatown.” After
having been killed, the dead bodies of some were carried to the burning buildings and thrown
into the flames. Some of the Chinese who had hid themselves in the houses were killed and their
bodies burned; some, who on account of sickness could not run, were burned alive in the
houses...”

The Rock Springs Massacre




