
Civil Rights Sources 
Comparing the Civil Rights Movements 

SOURCE A: 

I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I 
still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons 
of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom 
and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having 
his lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification; one day right there in 
Alabama, little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and 
white girls as sisters and brothers.


-Martin Luther King, Jr. , the “I Have A Dream” speech, August 28, 1963


SOURCE B: 

Black power can be clearly defined for those who do not attach the fears of white America to 
their questions about it. We should begin with the basic fact that black Americans have two 
problems: they are poor and they are black. All other problems arise from this two-sided reality: 
lack of education, the so-called apathy of black men. Any program to end racism must address 
itself to that double reality…

Ultimately, the economic foundations of this country must be shaken if black people are to 
control their lives…This is what the white society does not wish to face; this is why that society 
prefers to talk about integration. But integration speaks not at all to the problem of poverty, 
only to the problem of blackness. Integration today means the man who "makes it," leaving his 
black brothers behind in the ghetto as fast as his new sports car will take him. It has no 
relevance to the Harlem wino or to the cotton-picker making three dollars a day…

Integration, moreover, speaks to the problem of blackness in a despicable way. As a goal, it 
has been based on complete acceptance of the fact that in order to have a decent house or 
education, blacks must move into a white neighborhood or send their children to a white 
school." This reinforces, among both black and white, the idea that "white" is automatically 
better and "black" is by definition inferior. This is why integration is a subterfuge for the 
maintenance of white supremacy.


-Stokely Carmichael, "What We Want," The New York Review of Books, Vol. 7           
(September 22, 1966).




SOURCE C: 

We, the striking grape workers of California, join on this International Boycott Day with the 
consumers across the continent in planning the steps that lie ahead on the road to our 
liberation. As we plan, we recall the footsteps that brought us to this day and the events of this 
day…


We have been farm workers for hundreds of years and pioneers for seven. Mexicans, Filipinos, 
Africans and others, our ancestors were among those who founded this land and tamed its 
natural wilderness. But we are still pilgrims on this land, and we are pioneers who blaze a trail 
out of the wilderness of hunger and deprivation that we have suffered even as our ancestors 
did. We are conscious today of the significance of our present quest. If this road we chart leads 
to the rights and reforms we demand, if it leads to just wages, humane working conditions, 
protection from the misuse of pesticides . . . if it changes the social order that relegates us to 
the bottom reaches of society, then in our wake will follow thousands of American farm 
workers. Our example will make them free…


Grapes must remain an unenjoyed luxury for all as long as the barest human needs and basic 
human rights are still luxuries for farm workers. The grapes grow sweet and heavy on the vines, 
but they will have to wait while we reach out first for our freedom. The time is ripe for our 
liberation.”


-Excerpted from the “Proclamation of the Delano Grape Workers for                          
International Boycott Day,” Dolores Huerta, May 10, 1969


SOURCE D:


The only possible opening for a statement of this kind is that I detest writing. The process itself 
epitomizes the European concept of "legitimate" thinking; what is written has an importance 
that is denied the spoken. My culture, the Lakota culture, has an oral tradition, so I ordinarily 
reject writing. It is one of the white world's ways of destroying the cultures of non-European 
peoples, the imposing of an abstraction over the spoken relationship of a people. 
 
So what you read here is not what I've written. It's what I've said and someone else has written 
down. I will allow this because it seems that the only way to communicate with the white world 
is through the dead, dry leaves of a book. I don't really care whether my words reach whites or 
not. They have already demonstrated through their history that they cannot hear, cannot see; 
they can only read 


It takes a strong effort on the part of each American Indian not to become Europeanized. 
The strength for this effort can only come from the traditional ways, the traditional values that 
our elders retain. It must come from the hoop, the four directions, the relations: it cannot come 
from the pages of a book or a thousand books. No European can ever teach a Lakota to be 
Lakota, a Hopi to be Hopi. 


There is another way. There is the traditional Lakota way and the ways of the American Indian 
peoples. It is the way that knows that humans do not have the right to degrade Mother Earth, 
that there are forces beyond anything the European mind has conceived, that humans must be 
in harmony with all relations or the relations will eventually eliminate the disharmony.


Excerpted from a speech by Russel Means, “For America to Live, Europe must Die,”    
November 1, 1980


