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Questions

1. Why does Walker address his pamphlet to “the coloured citizens of the
world” and not just the United States? |

2. What lessons does Walker think black Americans should learn from
the history of the ancient world and that of Haiti? '

73. Frederick Douglass on the Fourth of July
(1852)

Source: Frederick Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom (New York,
1855). PP- 441—45.

The greatest oration on American slavery and American freedom was
delivered in Rochester, New York, in 1852 by Frederick Douglass. Speaking
just after the annual Independence Day celebration, Douglass posed the
question; What, to the Slave, is the Fourth of July? He answered that July
Fourth festivities revealed the hypocrisy of a nation that proclaimed its
belief in liberty yet daily committed “practices more shocking and

- bloody” than any other country on earth. Like other abolitionists, how-

ever, Douglass also laid claim to the founders’ legacy. The Revolution had

‘proclaimed “the great principles of political freedom and of natural jus-

tice, embodied in [the] Declaration of Independence,” from which subse:
quent generations had tragically strayed. Only by abolishing slavery and -
freeing the ideals of the Declaration from the bounds of race could the
United States, he believed, recapture its original mission.

FELLOW-CITIZENS, PARDON me, allow me to ask, why am I called
upon to speak here to-day? What have I, or those I represent, to do
with your national independence? Are the great principles of politi-
cal freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of






