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Documents of the First Great Awakening

Directions: Read each passage carefully. In two or three sentences, summarize the content of the
document. Then articulate the basic idea or belief the selection promotes.

Document 1
Jonathan Edwards, On the Revival in Northampton (1734)

These awakenings, when they have first seized on persons, have had two effects: one was, that
they have brought them immediately to quit their sinful practices, and the looser sort have been
brought to forsake and dread their former vices and extravagancies. When once the Spirit of God
began to be so wonderfully poured out in a general way through the town, people had soon done
with their old quarrels, backbitings, and intermeddling with other men’s matters; the tavern was
soon left empty, and persons kept very much at home. ... [T ]he other effect was, that it put them
on ernest application to the means of salvation, reading, prayer, meditation, the ordinances of
God’s house, and private conference; their cry was, What shall we do to be saved?

Document 2
The Testimony and Advice of an Assembly of Pastors of Churches in New England (1743)

If it is the duty of every one capable of observation and reflection, to take a constant religious
notice of what occurs in the daily course of common providence; how much more is it expected
that those events in the divine economy, wherein there is a signal display of the power, grace and
mercy of God in behalf of the church, should be observed with sacred wonder, pleasure, and grati-
tude! Nor should the people of God content themselves with a silent notice, but publish with the
voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all his wondrous works.

Document 3

Charles Chauncy, Enthusiasm Described and Cautioned Against (1742)

But in nothing does the enthusiasm of these persons discover it self more, than in the disregard
they express to the Dictates of reason. They are above the force of argument, beyond conviction
from a calm and sober address to their understandings. . .. They feel the hand of Gop moving them
within, and the impulses of his SPIRIT; and cannot be mistaken in what they feel. Thus they sup-
port themselves, and are sure reason hath nothing to do with what they see and feel. ... And in vain
will you endeavour to convince such persons of any mistakes they are fallen into. They are certainly
in the right, and know themselves to be so. They have the SPIRIT opening their understandings and
revealing the truth to them. They believe only as he has taught them: and to suspect they are in the
wrong is to do dishonour to the SPIRIT; 'tis to oppose his dictates, to set up their own wisdom in
opposition to his, and shut their eyes against that light with which he has shined into their souls.
They are not therefore capable of being argued with; you had as good reason with the wind. . ..

This is the nature of Enthusiasm, and this its operation, in a less or greater degree, in all who
are under the influence of it. "Tis a kind of religious Phrenzy, and evidently discovers it self to be
so, whenever it rises to any great height.
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Document 4

The Testimony of the President, Professors, Tutors and Hebrew Instructors of Harvard Col-
lege in Cambridge, Against the Reverend Mr. George Whitefield, and His Conduct (1744)

And in what Condition must that People be, who stand ready to be led by a Man that conducts
himselfaccording to his Dreams, or some ridiculous and unaccountable Impulses and Impressions
on his Mind?
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Documents of the Enlightenment

Directions: Read each passage carefully. In two or three sentences, summarize the content of the
document. Then articulate the basic idea or belief the selection promotes.

Document 1
Isaac Backus, An Appeal to the Public for Religious Liberty (1773)

It is often pleaded, that magistrates ought to do their duty in religious as well as civil affairs.
That is readily granted; but what is their duty therein? . . . In all civil governments some are ap-
pointed to judge for others, and have power to compel others to submit to their judgment: but our
Lord has most plainly forbidden us, either to assume or submit to any such thing in religion. . . .
And it appears to us that the true difference and exact limits between ecclesiastical and civil
government is this, That the church is armed with light and truth, to pull down the strongholds
of iniquity, and to gain souls to Christ, and into his church, to be governed by his rules therein;
and again to exclude such from their communion, who will not be so governed; while the state is
armed with the sword to guard the peace, and the civil rights of all persons and societies, and to
punish those who violate the same. And where these two kinds of government, and the weapons
which belong to them, are well distinguished, and improved according to the true nature and end
of their institution, the effects are happy, and they do not at all interfere with each other: but where
they have been confounded together, no tongue nor pen can fully describe the mischiefs that have
ensued.

Document 2
Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776)

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of
the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle
them. ...

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pur-
suit of Happiness.

Document 3
James Madison, A Memorial and Remonstrance (1785)

The Religion then of every man must be left to the conviction and conscience of every man;
and it is the right of every man to exercise it as these may dictate. This right is in its nature an
unalienable right. It is unalienable, because the opinions of men, depending only on the evidence
contemplated by their own minds cannot follow the dictates of other men: It is unalienable also,
because what is here a right towards men, is a duty towards the Creator. It is the duty of every man
to render to the Creator such homage and such only as he believes to be acceptable to him. This
duty is precedent, both in order of time and in degree of obligation, to the claims of Civil Society.
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