
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WAR REFUGEE BOARD 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

September 2, 1944 

To: J.W. Pehle 

From: B. Akzin 

Subject: Urgent message from the Rabbi Kalmanowitz 

Last night, Rabbi Kalmanowitz called me at home from New York and asked me to 

deliver to you the following message: 

A cable from Sternbuch, transmitted through the Polish embassy, contains the 

information that on August 26 deportations of Jews from Budapest have begun. 

Twelve thousand Jews have already been deported to Oswiecim, in Upper Silesia. 

Sternbuch, in his own name and on the suggestion of the Rabbi of Neutra suggests 

that further deportations be interfered with the immediate bombing of the railroad 

junctions between Budapest and Silesia, viz: Kaschen Presow – Zilina- Galanta – 

Leopoldorf – Caca – Rudki, as well as the railroad junction at Graz (Austria). 

The Polish charge d'affaires, M. Kwapiszewski, has promised to Rabbi 

Kalmanowitz to transmit a copy of the cable to WRB, but in view of possible delays, 

the Rabbi wanted my assurance that this matter will be placed before the Board at 

yesterday's conference. 

While supporting Sternbuch's and the Rabbi of Neutra's request regarding this 

matter and, is ready, despite the Sabbath, to take a train today to Washington, if this 

should appear necessary in the interest of insuring immediate action. 

To the above, I should like respectfully to add the following: 

The thought of bombing the railroad junctions between Hungary and Silesia to 

interrupt the flow of deportations is indeed elementary. You will recall that the 

thought has been clearly hinted at by McClelland, in 4041 from Bern, dated June 24. 

I am aware of the fact that a somewhat similar idea was rejected some time ago by 

the Department of War – a rejection which quite likely stems from the habitual 

reluctance of the military to act upon civilian suggestions. 



It is submitted, however, that the WRB was created precisely in order to overcome 

the inertia and – in some cases – the insufficient interests of the old-established 

agencies in regard to the saving of Jewish victims of Nazi Germany. Repeatedly we 

refused to take a “no” for an answer when it came from the Department of State. 

There is nothing in the officials of the Department of War that would make them 

more sacrosanct or freer from error than the officials of the Department of State. 

In the matter of the “Free Port” which, whatever its merits, was certainly not a 

matter of life and death, Mr. Pehle went to the President. 

To be faithful to our task, it would appear most appropriate if the Board took the 

identical course in connection with the Hungarian emergency. 

In the light of the present air superiority of the United Nations, I am certain that the 

President, once acquainted with the facts, would realize the values involved and, 

cutting through the inertia-motivated objections of the War Department, would order 

the immediate bombings of the objectives suggested. 

[Signed] B. Akzin 

P.S. I have promised the Rabbi to see to it that you get this message without delay. I 

therefore take this unconventional way of sending it straight to your office, not 

through channels. A copy of the memo goes to my chief, Mr. Lesser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

--- Map of the Auschwitz camp 

 

 

 



 



August 9, 1944 

Hon. John J. McCloy 

Under Secretary of War 

War Department 

Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I beg to submit to your consideration the following excerpt from a 

message which we received under date of July 29 from Mr. Ernest 

Frischer of the Czechoslovak State Council through the War Refugee 

Board: 

"I believe that destruction of gas chambers and crematoria 

in Oswiecim by bombing would have a certain effect now. Germans 

are now exhuming and burning corpses in an effort to conceal their 

crimes. This could be prevented by destruction of crematoria and then 

Germans might possibly stop further mass exterminations especially 

since so little time is left to them. Bombing of railway communications 

in this same area would also be of importance and of military interest." 

Sincerely yours, 

A. Leon Kubowitzki 

Head, Rescue Department 

 
14 August 1944 

Dear Mr. Kubowitski: 

I refer to your letter of August 9 in which you request consideration of 

a proposal made by Mr. Ernest Frischer that certain installations and 

railroad centers be bombed. 

The War Department had been approached by the War Refugee Board, 

which raised the question of the practicability of this suggestion. After 

a study it became apparent that such an operation could be executed 

only by the diversion of considerable air support essential to the 

success of our forces now engaged in decisive operations elsewhere 

and would in any case be of such doubtful efficacy that it would not 
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warrant the use of our resources. There has been considerable opinion 

to the effect that such an effort, even if practicable, might provoke 

even more vindictive action by the Germans. 

The War Department fully appreciates the humanitarian motives which 

promoted the suggested operation, but for the reasons stated above it 

has not been felt that it can or should be undertaken, at least at this 

time. 

Sincerely, 

John J. McCloy 

Assistant Secretary of War 

 

 


