
Document A 



The Hostages and the Casualties 
 

This document is a list of all the hostages, released hostages, and Special Forces members who were involved directly in the Iranian 

Hostage Crisis.  This document shows that these people were real, had families, and lets students understand that this tragedy could 

happen to anyone.    



Document B 

Shredded CIA Cable reporting on information provided by an Iranian contact 
 

When the United States embassy was overtaken by Iranian militants the employees of the embassy tried to destroy as much information 

as possible, usually by shredding.  After the embassy was taken the Iranians put back together most of the shredded documents which 

contained names and important information given to the CIA by Iranian informants.  This is just one example of what the Iranians put 

back together.   



Document C 

A picture of the Ayatollah Khomeini escorted by military officers upon his return to Iran. 
 

 

This picture was taken when the Ayatollah returned to Iran with his Islamic fundamentalists and overthrew the shah’s doctoral re-

gime.  The shah was not in Iran at the time.  He was in the United States receiving treatment for cancer.   



Document D 



Farsi Survival Guide from the 1980 Iran Hostage Rescue Mission 
 

This was part of the survival kit given to Delta Force commandos during the failed rescue mission in April 1980.  The statements 

were to be used to try to bring compassion to the commandos if they were captured or their helicopter was downed and they were try-

ing to get out of Iran safely.   



Document E 

Letter from Jimmy Carter to Ayatollah Khomeini 
 

President Carter tried a diplomatic approach before signing off on the rescue mission that would eventually fail in April 1980.  This 

letter is what he sent to the Ayatollah to try to end the hostage crisis but the Ayatollah did not give in and the hostages were not freed.   



Document F 





Executive Summary of the Failed Mission to Rescue the Iranian Hostages 
 

This is a summary of the planned mission to rescue the hostages from Iran.  The summary gives timeframes of when the mission was 

planned and when it was to be conducted.  The document also gives reasons for why the mission failed and best of all gives recommenda-

tions on how the United States should handle counter-terrorism actions in the future.   



Document G 

Robert C. Ode Diary 
 

Robert C. Ode was the oldest of the hostages and actually retired form diplomatic service.  He took a job to travel to Iran and 

only expected to be in Iran for a few months.  He was allowed to keep a diary by his captors and this is a rare look into the mind 

of someone who lived through the ordeal. 
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