
MARSHALL 

COURT
• SCOTUS Chief 

Justice John 
Marshall - Federalist

• Working in small 
groups, you will 
analyze Marshall 
Court decisions.

• Go to oyez.org

• Prepare to share 
findings with class



MARSHALL COURT

• Federalist

• Expand power of Federal (national) government

Strengthen Supreme Court

Marbury v. Madison: Judicial Review

Cohens v Virginia: Judicial review over 

states



MARSHALL COURT

• Federalist

• Expand power of Federal (national) government

Strengthen Congress

McCullough v. Maryland: National 

bank is constitutional via “implied powers.” “The 

power to Tax is the power to Destroy”

Gibbons v. Ogden: Interstate 

commerce is sole domain of federal 

government



MARSHALL COURT

• Federalist

• Weakening the States

• Fletcher v. Peck: federal supremacy & 

contracts must be upheld (first state law 

struck down via judicial review

• Dartmouth v. Woodward – states can’t impair 

contracts

• Martin v. Mott – states don’t control their own 

militia



MARSHALL COURT

• Native Americans

• Johnson v. McIntosh (1823, Marshall). Established that Indian tribes had rights 

to tribal lands that preceded all other American law; only the federal government 

could take land from the tribes.

• Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831, Marshall). "The conditions of the Indians in 

relation to the United States is perhaps unlike that of any two people in 

existence," Chief Justice John Marshall wrote, "their relation to the United States 

resembles that of a ward to his guardian. . .(they were a) domestic dependent 

nation." Established a "trust relationship" with the tribes directly under federal 

authority.

• Worcester v. Georgia (1832, Marshall). Established tribal autonomy within their 

boundaries, i.e. the tribes were "distinct political communities, having territorial 

boundaries within which their authority is exclusive."



IMPEACHING SCOTUS

• You CAN impeach SCOTUS justices

• It’s happened!

• Jeffersonian precedent in lower courts



IMPEACHING SCOTUS

• Remember Marbury v. Madison

• Jefferson leads impeachment of Samuel Chase

• Failure!

• Impact?

• The SCOTUS is & has always been political

• See also: Dred Scott, Lochner, Bush v. Gore


