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The United States invaded Mexico in the mid-nineteenth century during a period of dramatic
change. Rapid technological breakthroughs transformed the North American nation, from a farm society
into an industrial competitor. The process converted North America into a principal in the world
marketplace. The wars with Mexico, symptoms of this transformation, stemmed from the need to
accumulate more land, to celebrate heroes, and to prove the nation's power by military superiority.
Anglo justifications for the conquest have ignored or distorted events that led up to the initial clash in
1836. To Anglo-Americans, the Texas War was caused by a tyrannical or, at best, an incompetent
Mexican government that was antithetical to the ideals of democracy and justice. The roots of the
conflict actually extended back to as early as 1767, when Benjamin Franklin marked Mexico and Cuba
for future expansion.

In the mid-1840s, Mexico was again the target. Expansion and capitalist development moved together.
The two Mexican wars gave U.S. commerce, industry, mining, agriculture, and stockraising a tremendous
stimulus. "The truth is that [by the 1840s] the Pacific Coast belonged to the commercial empire that the
United States was already building in that ocean."

The U.S. population of 17 million people of European extraction and 3 million slaves was
considerably larger than Mexico's 7 million, of which 4 million were Indian and 3 million mestizo and
European. The United States acted arrogantly in foreign affairs, partly because its citizens believed in
their own cultural and racial superiority. Mexico was plagued with financial problems, internal ethnic
conflicts, and poor leadership. General anarchy within the nation conspired against its cohesive
development.

By 1844 war with Mexico over Texas and the Southwest was only a matter of time. James K.
Polk, who strongly advocated the annexation of Texas and expansionism in general, won the presidency
by only a small margin, but his election was interpreted as a mandate for national expansion.

North American historians have frequently portrayed the Texas invasion as a second encounter
in the "American War of Independence." Myths such as that of a tyrannical Mexican government have
justified the war. In truth the cause of the war was profit. Mexico did not invade Texas; it belonged to,
Mexico. Few if any of the North Americans in Texas had been born there or had lived in Texas for more
than five years... President James K. Polk manufactured the war with Mexico. Some North Americans
opposed the war--not on grounds that it violated Mexico's territorial integrity, but because of the
probability of the extension of slavery. Many North American military leaders admitted that the war was
unjust, and that the United States had committed an act of aggression. However, patriotism and support
for the war overwhelmed reason in the march "To the Halls of the Montezuma [sic]." North Americans,
buoyant in their prosperity, wanted to prove that the United States was a world-class power.



