Viewpoint ZYA
Blacks Should Strive to Be Part of the American
Dream (1961)

Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968)

INTRODUCTION I December 1955, less than two years
afier the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme
Court decision outlawing racial segregation in public
schools, African American residents of Montgomery,
Alabama, took matters into their own hands against
racial segregation and mistreasment of blacks on the
city’s buses. They organized a boycott that lasted more
than one year before the Supreme Court issued a
ruling invalidating Alabama’s laws upholding segre-
gation in transportation. The successful boycott made
its leader—a young Baptist minister named Martin
Luther King Jr.—a national figure renowned for his

loquence and his advocacy of jolent protests and
civil disobedience. King’s advocacy of nonviolent re-
sistance is evident in the events of 1960 and 1961.
In 1960 black college students in the South initiated
“sit-in” demonstrations to desegregate lunch counters,
libraries, and other public facilities. In 1961 the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) sponsored
“Freedom Rides,” in which interracial groups traveled
on previously segregated interstate buses. King himself
remained the personification of the civil rights move-
ment in the minds of many Americans.
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