Opportunity and Oppression in the West
American Indians

Mountain of Buffalo skulls

Tell General Howard that | know his heart. What he
told me before | have in my heart. | am tired of
fighting. Our chiefs are killed. Looking Glass is dead,
Tu-hul-hil-sote is dead. the old men are all dead. It is
the young men who now say yes or no. He who led
the young men [Joseph's brother Alikut] is dead. It is
cold and we have no blankets. The little children are
freezing to death. My people -- some of them have
run away to the hills and have no blankets and no
food. No one knows where they are -- perhaps
freezing to death. | want to have time to look for my
children and see how many of them | can find.
Maybe | shall find them among the dead. Hear me,
my chiefs, my heart is sick and sad. From where the
sun now stands | will fight no more forever.

- Chief Joseph, 1877 context

Ghost Dance

See accounts of Wounded Knee here:
http://www.ghhsapush.com/uploads/3/8/1/2/38129

119/accounts_of_the_battle_of wounded_knee_ps.p
df

Feb 8, 1887: Dawes Severalty Act

Congress enacts the Indian General Allotment Act, or
Dawes Severalty Act, authorizing the president of the
United States to carve existing Native American
lands into 160-acre parcels to be distributed to
individual Native American heads of households.
"Surplus lands" (those remaining after individual
allotments have been made) are to be purchased by
the federal government and sold to Anglo-American
homesteaders. Proceeds from these sales are to
underwrite the "education and civilization" of the
former Native American owners.

The newborn State of California actually paid for
the killing of Native peoples and tolerated or
encouraged policies of warfare, slavery and
relocation that left no tribe intact. In his 1851
address to the Legislature, our first Governor,
Peter Burnett, famously stated, “That a war of
extermination will continue to be waged between
the two races until the Indian race becomes
extinct, must be expected.”

In spite of Burnett’s prediction, California today
is home to the largest population of Native
Americans in the fifty states, including both the
rebounding numbers of our native tribes and
others drawn to the Golden State by its myriad
opportunities. The success of tribal businesses
and the presence today of tribal members in all
walks of life stand as testament to the resilience
and indomitable spirit of native peoples. If
Governor Burnett could not envision a future
California that included Native Americans, it is
just as impossible for us today to envision one
without them.

NOW THEREFORE |, EDMUND G. BROWN
JR., Governor of the State of California, do
hereby proclaim Today, September 28, 2018, as
“‘Native American Day” in the State of California.




