PRACTICE DBQ:
Nixon Era

1. To what degree did the actions and policies of the Nixon Administration represent a change from other
mid-twentieth century presidents?

Document A

Source: Richard Nixon, Acceptance Speech at the Republican National Convention,
August 8, 1968.

When the strongest nation in the world can be tied down for four years in a war in Vietnam
with no end in sight; when the richest nation in the world can’t manage its own economy;
when the nation with the greatest tradition of the rule of law is plagued by unprecedented
lawlessness; when a nation that has been known for a century for equality of opportunity is
torn by unprecedented racial violence; and when the President of the United States cannot
travel abroad or to any major city at home without fear of a hostile demonstration—then
it’s time for new leadership for the United States of America.

Document B

Source: President Richard Nixon’s letter to Ho Chi Minh, July 15, 1969.
Dear Mr. President:

I realize that it is difficult to communicate meaningfully across the gulf of four years of
war. But precisely because of this gulf, I wanted to take this opportunity to reaffirm in all
solemnity my desire to work for a just peace. I deeply believe that the war in Vietnam has
gone on too long and delay in bringing it to an end can benefit no one—Ileast of all the
people of Vietnam. My speech on May 14 laid out a proposal which I believe is fair to all
parties.

Source: President Ho Chi Minh’s letter to Richard Nixon, Hanoi, August 25, 1969.
Mr. President: . . .

The war of aggression of the United States against our people, violating our fundamental
national rights, still continues in South Vietnam. The United States continues to intensify
military operations, the B-52 bombings and the use of toxic chemical products multiply the
crimes against the Vietnamese people. . . .

Our Vietnamese people are deeply devoted to peace, a real peace with independence and
real freedom. They are determined to fight to theend . . . .

In your letter you have expressed the desire to act for a just peace. For this the

United States must cease the war of aggression and withdraw their troops from

South Vietnam, respect the right of the population of the South and of the Vietnamese
nation to dispose of themselves, without foreign influence.




Document C

Source: Consumer price index for 1968-1975. The consumer price index is a measure of
changes in the prices paid by urban consumers for goods and services.
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Document D

Source: Richard Nixon, Address to the Nation on the War in Vietnam, November 3, 1969.

Let historians not record that when America was the most powerful nation in the world we
passed on the other side of the road and allowed the last hopes for peace and freedom of
millions of people to be suffocated by the forces of totalitarianism.

And so tonight—to you, the great silent majority of my fellow Americans—1I ask for your
support.

I pledged in my campaign for the Presidency to end the war in a way that we could win the
peace. I have initiated a plan of action which will enable me to keep that pledge.

The more support I can have from the American people, the sooner that pledge can be
redeemed; for the more divided we are at home, the less likely the enemy is to negotiate at
Paris.

Let us be united for peace. Let us also be united against defeat. Because let us understand:
North Vietnam cannot defeat or humiliate the United States. Only Americans can do that.




Document E

Source: Kevin Phillips, Nixon strategist and author of The Emerging Republican Majority
(1969), in an interview published in The New York Times, May 17, 1970.

From now on, the Republicans are never going to get more than 10 to 20 percent of the
Negro vote and they don’t need any more than that . . . . but Republicans would be
shortsighted if they weakened enforcement of the Voting Rights Act. The more Negroes
who register as Democrats in the South, the sooner the Negrophobe whites will quit the
Democrats and become Republicans. That’s where the votes are. Without that prodding
from the blacks, the whites will backslide into their old comfortable arrangement with the
local Democrats.

Document F

Source: Richard Nixon, Second Inaugural Address, January 20, 1973.

When we met here four years ago, America was bleak in spirit, depressed by the prospect
of seemingly endless war abroad and of destructive conflict at home.

As we meet here today, we stand on the threshold of a new era of peace in the world.
The central question before us is: How shall we use that peace?

Let us resolve that this era we are about to enter will not be what other postwar periods
have so often been: a time of retreat and isolation that leads to stagnation at home and
invites new danger abroad.

Let us resolve that this will be what it can become: a time of great responsibilities greatly
borne . . ..

This past year saw far-reaching results from our new policies for peace. By continuing
to revitalize our traditional friendships, and by our missions to Peking and to Moscow,
we were able to establish the base for a new and more durable pattern of relationships
among the nations of the world. Because of America’s bold initiatives, 1972 will be long
remembered as the year of the greatest progress since the end of World War II toward a
lasting peace in the world.




Document G

Source: A cartoon by Herblock [Herbert L. Block], October 24, 1973.

“Look—Nice Tapes—Okay, Boy?—Okay?—"
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--A 1973 Herblock Cartoon, copyright by The Herb Block Foundation




