HAKLUKT, 1584 – “A DISCOURSE
CONCERNING WESTERN PLANTING
• With a partner, read the document under
GhhsAPUSH.com > Period 2 > Docblock (1)
• Or bit.ly/2wLi4GI (capital i at the end)
• Which reasons resonate with your prior
knowledge and reading?
Which, if any, were surprising?

COMPARING
PASSENGER LISTS
Primary Document Analysis

EXAMINING PRIMARY DOCUMENTS:
COMPARING PASSENGER LISTS
Famous explorers often kept diaries about their travels and
experiences, but how would we learn about the lives of
ordinary men and women who moved to the colonies?
Between 1150-1650, England's population almost doubled,
from 3 to 5 million
Colonies provided an outlet and an opportunity for people who
needed jobs or who lost farmland in UK
Many of these people became indentured servants but the
number of indentured servants differed from colony to colony.

Working in pairs: fill in the information matrix on the two
primary documents and answer the attached questions.
• Describe the “typical”
English immigrant to the
New World in terms of
gender, age, and marital
status on each of the ships.
How does this differ on the
two ships?
• What can you tell about the
social background and
wealth of the average
passenger on each of the
ships? Does one of the ships
have richer passengers?
What do you predict the the
Passengers on the America
will do when they arrive in
Virginia?

EXAMINING PRIMARY DOCUMENTS:
COMPARING PASSENGER LISTS

EXAMINING PRIMARY DOCUMENTS:
COMPARING PASSENGER LISTS
• What are the biggest differences between the two ships?
• What does this information tell you about the differences between
New England and Virginia in the 1630s
• Imagine the setting: Officials are collecting this information as
passengers board the ship:
• Is the setting noisy or orderly?
Are officials guaranteed to get accurate information?
How do you explain the fact that all the passengers swore
allegiance to the Church of England (we know that many
immigrants were religious dissenters, like the Puritans who
were escaping because of religious persecution)?
• What more do you want to know about these passengers? What
information is missing from these lists? How might you go about
finding that information?

• 75-80 percent of the English men and women
who came to Virginia/Chesapeake in the 1600s
were servants. 35 percent of those who came to
New England were servants.

A JAMESTOWN SETTLER
• DocBlock: Richard Frethorne, “Our Plantation is Very
Weake,” 1623

• Two thirds of his fellow shipmates had died since their
arrival. Those without capital suffered particularly
precarious situations with the lack of supplies and loss of
leaders.
• Less than 10% of indentured servants got the land they
were promised.

SERVING TIME IN VIRGINIA
• Open ghhsapush.com, go to Period 2 and choose
“Doing History with Jamestown Docs”
• Look at each of the documents and hypothesize
plausible explanations of some of the causes of life
expectancy in early Jamestown settlers.

• Be specific in reference to the documents
to support your hypothesis.
(specificity is the soul of narrative!)

• [There are] but five or six houses standing, the Church
downe, the Palizado’s [stockade fence] broken, the
bridge in pieces, the Well of fresh water spoiled; the
Storehouse they used for the Church;the marketplace
and streets, and all other spare places planted with
Tobacco.-- Governor Samuel Argall, 1617

• Every man to sett two acres corn, penalty forfeiture
of corn & Tobacco & be a slave a year to theColony. No
man to take hay to sewat Tobacco because it robs the
poor beasts of their fodder and sweat-ing tobacco does it
little good as found by Experience.-- Laws of the Virginia
Assembly & proclamation of the Governor, 1610

• Average agricultural wage in England, 1619 - £3 per year
• Average incomes of Jamestown Tobacco workers, 1619
• John Rolfe
£37.5
• William Capps £75
• Plantation using 3 boys as indentured servants £75
• Plantation using 4 men as indentured servants £139.5

“NO DISTEMPERS EITHER
EPIDEMICAL OR MORTAL”
• Indian Slavery Reading

• “Slavery occurred in most Indian societies, but
the institution differed from place to place”
• Guns: “demand fed demand in a vicious cycle”
• Malaria

