
Key Concept 5.1 — The United States became more connected with the 
world, pursued an expansionist foreign policy in the Western Hemisphere, 
and emerged as the destination for many migrants from other countries.

I. Popular enthusiasm for U.S. expansion, bolstered by economic and security 
LQWHUHVWV��UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�QHZ�WHUULWRULHV��VXEVWDQWLDO�PLJUDWLRQ�
westward, and new overseas initiatives.

A. The desire for access to natural and mineral resources and the hope of many 
settlers for economic opportunities or religious refuge led to an increased 
migration to and settlement in the West.

B. Advocates of annexing western lands argued that Manifest Destiny and the 
superiority of American institutions compelled the United States to expand its 
ERUGHUV�ZHVWZDUG�WR�WKH�3DFLƮF�2FHDQ�

C. The United States added large territories in the West through victory in the 
0H[LFDQś$PHULFDQ�:DU�DQG�GLSORPDWLF�QHJRWLDWLRQV��UDLVLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�
WKH�VWDWXV�RI�VODYHU\��$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQV��DQG�0H[LFDQV�LQ�WKH�QHZO\�DFTXLUHG�
lands.

D. Westward migration was boosted during and after the Civil War by the passage 
of new legislation promoting western transportation and economic development.

E. U.S. interest in expanding trade led to economic, diplomatic, and cultural 
initiatives to create more ties with Asia.

II. ,Q�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��$PHULFDQV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�GHEDWH�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�ULJKWV�
and citizenship for various groups of U.S. inhabitants.

A. Substantial numbers of international migrants continued to arrive in the United 
States from Europe and Asia, mainly from Ireland and Germany, often settling in 
ethnic communities where they could preserve elements of their languages and 
customs.

B. A strongly anti-Catholic nativist movement arose that was aimed at limiting 
QHZ�LPPLJUDQWVŞ�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�DQG�FXOWXUDO�LQưXHQFH�

C. 8�6��JRYHUQPHQW�LQWHUDFWLRQ�DQG�FRQưLFW�ZLWK�0H[LFDQ�$PHULFDQV�DQG�$PHULFDQ�
Indians increased in regions newly taken from American Indians and Mexico, 
DOWHULQJ�WKHVH�JURXSVŞ�HFRQRPLF�VHOI�VXƱFLHQF\�DQG�FXOWXUHV�

Key Concept 5.2 Ŝ�,QWHQVLƮHG�E\�H[SDQVLRQ�DQG�GHHSHQLQJ�UHJLRQDO�
divisions, debates over slavery and other economic, cultural, and political 
issues led the nation into civil war.

I. ,GHRORJLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�GLƬHUHQFHV�RYHU�VODYHU\�SURGXFHG�DQ�DUUD\�RI�GLYHUJLQJ�
responses from Americans in the North and the South.

A. The North’s expanding manufacturing economy relied on free labor in contrast 
to the Southern economy’s dependence on enslaved labor. Some Northerners 
did not object to slavery on principle but claimed that slavery would undermine 
the free-labor market. As a result, a free-soil movement arose that portrayed the 
expansion of slavery as incompatible with free labor.

B. African American and white abolitionists, although a minority in the North, 
mounted a highly visible campaign against slavery, presenting moral arguments 
against the institution, assisting escapes, and sometimes expressing a 
willingness to use violence to achieve their goals.

C. Defenders of slavery based their arguments on racial doctrines, the view that 
slavery was a positive social good, and the belief that slavery and states’ rights 
were protected by the Constitution.
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II. 'HEDWHV�RYHU�VODYHU\�FDPH�WR�GRPLQDWH�SROLWLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�WKH�����V��
FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�ELWWHU�HOHFWLRQ�RI������DQG�WKH�VHFHVVLRQ�RI�6RXWKHUQ�VWDWHV�

A. The Mexican Cession led to heated controversies over whether to allow slavery 
LQ�WKH�QHZO\�DFTXLUHG�WHUULWRULHV�

B. The courts and national leaders made a variety of attempts to resolve the issue of 
VODYHU\�LQ�WKH�WHUULWRULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�&RPSURPLVH�RI�������WKH�.DQVDVś1HEUDVND�
$FW��DQG�WKH�'UHG�6FRWW�GHFLVLRQ��EXW�WKHVH�XOWLPDWHO\�IDLOHG�WR�UHGXFH�FRQưLFW�

C. The Second Party System ended when the issues of slavery and anti-immigrant 
nativism weakened loyalties to the two major parties and fostered the emergence 
of sectional parties, most notably the Republican Party in the North.

D. Abraham Lincoln’s victory on the Republicans’ free-soil platform in the 
SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQ�RI������ZDV�DFFRPSOLVKHG�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�6RXWKHUQ�HOHFWRUDO�
votes. After a series of contested debates about secession, most slave states 
voted to secede from the Union, precipitating the Civil War.

Key Concept 5.3 — The Union victory in the Civil War and the contested 
reconstruction of the South settled the issues of slavery and secession, but 
OHIW�XQUHVROYHG�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�
and citizenship rights.

I. The North’s greater manpower and industrial resources, the leadership of Abraham 
Lincoln and others, and the decision to emancipate enslaved persons eventually led 
to the Union military victory over the Confederacy in the devastating Civil War.

A. Both the Union and the Confederacy mobilized their economies and societies to 
wage the war even while facing considerable home front opposition.

B. Lincoln and most Union supporters began the Civil War to preserve the Union, but 
Lincoln’s decision to issue the Emancipation Proclamation reframed the purpose of 
the war and helped prevent the Confederacy from gaining full diplomatic support 
IURP�(XURSHDQ�SRZHUV��0DQ\�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�ưHG�VRXWKHUQ�SODQWDWLRQV�DQG�
enlisted in the Union Army, helping to undermine the Confederacy.

C. Lincoln sought to reunify the country and used speeches such as the Gettysburg 
$GGUHVV�WR�SRUWUD\�WKH�VWUXJJOH�DJDLQVW�VODYHU\�DV�WKH�IXOƮOOPHQW�RI�$PHULFDŞV�
founding democratic ideals.

D. Although the Confederacy showed military initiative and daring early in the war, 
the Union ultimately succeeded due to improvements in leadership and strategy, 
key victories, greater resources, and the wartime destruction of the South’s 
infrastructure.

II. Reconstruction and the Civil War ended slavery, altered relationships between 
WKH�VWDWHV�DQG�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�OHG�WR�GHEDWHV�RYHU�QHZ�GHƮQLWLRQV�RI�
citizenship, particularly regarding the rights of African Americans, women, and 
other minorities.

A. 7KH���WK�$PHQGPHQW�DEROLVKHG�VODYHU\��ZKLOH�WKH���WK�DQG���WK�DPHQGPHQWV�
JUDQWHG�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�FLWL]HQVKLS��HTXDO�SURWHFWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�ODZV��DQG�
voting rights.

B. The women’s rights movement was both emboldened and divided over the 
��WK�DQG���WK�DPHQGPHQWV�WR�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�

C. (ƬRUWV�E\�UDGLFDO�DQG�PRGHUDWH�5HSXEOLFDQV�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�EDODQFH�RI�SRZHU�
between Congress and the presidency and to reorder race relations in the 
defeated South yielded some short-term successes. Reconstruction opened up 
political opportunities and other leadership roles to formerly enslaved persons, 
but it ultimately failed, due both to determined Southern resistance and the 
North’s waning resolve.
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D. Southern plantation owners continued to own the majority of the region’s land 
even after Reconstruction. Formerly enslaved persons sought land ownership 
EXW�JHQHUDOO\�IHOO�VKRUW�RI�VHOI�VXƱFLHQF\��DV�DQ�H[SORLWDWLYH�DQG�VRLO�LQWHQVLYH�
sharecropping system limited blacks’ and poor whites’ access to land in the 
South.

E. Segregation, violence, Supreme Court decisions, and local political tactics 
SURJUHVVLYHO\�VWULSSHG�DZD\�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�ULJKWV��EXW�WKH���WK�DQG�
��WK�DPHQGPHQWV�HYHQWXDOO\�EHFDPH�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�FRXUW�GHFLVLRQV�XSKROGLQJ�
FLYLO�ULJKWV�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�
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