1| Henry Bibb, Narrative of the Life and
Adventures of Henry Bibb, An American
Slave, Written by Himself, 1849

Henry Bibb was born a slave in Kentucky and married another slave who
lived on a nearby plantation. After multiple escape attempts, he and .his
family were sold to a new master in Louisiana, who subseq}xent}y sold Bibb
away from his wife and child. Bibb ran away for the last time in 1'842 and
settled in Detroit, where he became an abolitionist speaker. He published his
narrative in 1849 with the assistance of Lucius C. Matlack, a minister and
abolitionist author. Matlack stated in the book’s introduction that his only
alterations to Bibb’s original manuscript were corrections in punctuation and
spelling and the arrangement of the story into chapters.

I was born May 1815, of a slave mother, in Shelby County, Kentucky, and
was claimed as the property of David White Esq. He came into possession of
my mother long before I was born. I was brought up in the Counties of Shelby,
Henry, Oldham, and Trimble. Or, more correctly speaking, in the above coun-
ties, I may safely say, I was flogged up; for where I should have received moral,
mental, and religious instruction, I received stripes without number, the
object of which was to degrade and keep me in subordination. I can truly
say, that I drank deeply of the bitter cup of suffering and woe. I have been
dragged down to the lowest depths of human degradation and wretchedness
by Slaveholders.

My mother was known by the name of Milldred Jackson. She is the mother
of seven slaves only, all being sons, of whom [ am the eldest. She was also so
fortunate or unfortunate, as to have some of what is called the slaveholding
blood flowing through her veins. | know not how much; but not enough to
prevent her children though fathered by slaveholders, from being bought and
sold in the slave markets of the South. It is almost impossible for slaves to give
a correct account of their male parentage. All that | know about it is, that my
mother informed me that my father’s name was JAMES BIBB. He was doubtless
one of the present Bibb family of Kentucky!; but | have no personal knowledge
of him at all, for he died before my recollection. |, .

The poor and loafering class of whites, are about on a par in point of mor-
als with the slaves at the South. They are generally ignorant, intemperate,

! Bibb is implying here that his father wias James Bibb, a prominent Kentucky politician who
served in the 1S, Senate,
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