
Guiding Questions 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

How does Dunbar-Ortiz’ introduc-

tion help to set up her later argu-

ment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does she frame the nature of 
interaction between Native Ameri-

cans and others?  What alternative 

interpretations of that interaction 

does she refute? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

What historical context does Dunbar

-Ortiz offer for using the term 

“genocide?” 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In what ways does Dunbar-Ortiz 

propose to analyze her claim for 
genocide as the appropriate frame-

work for understanding the experi-

ence of Native Americans? 

 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Beyond warfare and physical vio-

lence, what dies Dunbar-Ortiz iden-

tify as genocidal policies and how 

does she say these policies meet the 

standard of genocide? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

How does Dunbar-Ortiz assess the 

effects of policies that, in their own 

historical context, were promoted as 

better for native peoples? 

 

 

 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Dunbar-Ortiz refute his-

torical consensus on the Columbian 
Exchange? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How does Dunbar-Ortiz place her 

argument in the synthetic context of 

other genocides? 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

How does knowing that local and 

state health agencies in the United 

States and other countries continued 

forced sterilization policies into the 

1990’s add to Dunbar-Ortiz’ argu-

ment here? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

How does Dunbar-Ortiz express the 

significance of this debate over Na-

tive American relations and geno-

cide? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Compare how the two authors chose 

to introduce their arguments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What historical context does Lewy 

give to this debate? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

How do you interpret Lewy’s use of 

evidence compared to Dunbar-

Ortiz’ approach? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Lewy evaluate Native 

American population decline in light 

of the Columbian Exchange? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What concessions does Lewy make 

within his argument?  Do you think 

they weaken or strengthen his 

claims? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Lewy deal with the non-

disease related population decline in 
the face of the claim for genocide?  

Does it appear he is considering all 

of the historical evidence? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Do the weapons chosen to execute a 

plan moderate the intent of the plan 

as Lewy seems to infer? 

 

 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

What do you think about Lewy’s 

chronological approact to the debate 

as opposed to Dunbar-Ortiz’ more 

point by point argument pulling 

evidence from across time periods? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What role does the romanticization 

of Native Americans play in the way 

settlers and the government treated 

them according to Lewy? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

Though relating the specific events 
in more detail, Lewy interprets their 

intent and outcomes differently than 

Dunbar-Ortiz.  How does he seem to 

arrive at his differing interpretation? 

 

 

 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Lewy fit statements from 

Sherman and Sheridan, such as “The 

more Indians we can kill this year 
the fewer we will need to kill the 

next, because the more I see of the 

Indians the more convinced I be-

come that they must either all be 

killed or be maintained as a species 

of pauper” by Sherman, into his 

argument that the intent of their 

actions was not genocide? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Lewy deal with the issue 

of the Genocide Convention com-

pared to Dunbar-Ortiz’ treatment? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Lewy use an argument 

about historical presentism as part 

of his defense against the applica-

tion of the term genocide? 

Notes: 



Guiding Questions  

 

 

 

Notes: 


